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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


Washington,  D.  C.,  November  10^  190 1^^ 
Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  department  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1904. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894,  by  authority  of 
which,  with  sundry  trivial  amendments,  real  estate  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  is  assessed  and  taxed,  in  part  provides  that  annually  on  or 
prior  to  July  1 the  board  of  assistant  assessors  shall  make  a list  of  all 
real  property  which  shall  have  become  subject,  to  taxation  and  which 
is  not  at  that  time  on  the  tax  list,  and  affix  a value  thereon  according 
to  the  rule  prescribed  for  assessing  real  estate:  and  shall  make  return 
of  all  new  structures  erected  or  roofed  and  additions  to  or  improve- 
ments of  old  structures  of  over  $500  in  value  which  shall  not  have 
been  theretofore  assessed,  specifying  the  tract  or  lot  of  land  on  which 
each  of  such  structures  has  been  erected  and  the  value  of  such  struc- 
ture; and  it  must  add  such  valuation  to  the  assessment  made  on  such 
tract  or  lot.  When  the  improvements  on  any  lot  or  tract  of  land  shall 
become  damaged  or  be  destroyed  from  any  cause,  the  board  is  required 
to  reduce  the  assessment  accordingly. 

The  board  of  assistant  assessors  is  by  law  required  to  make  a trien- 
nial assessment  of  all  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  but  by  rea- 
son of  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  statute  above  referred  to,  the  total 
amount  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  property  is  changed  annually. 

The  figures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1905,  recently  com- 
piled, are  as  follows: 

Washington  City: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $93,  956, 169.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 82,  908,  616.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation $176,  864,  785.  00 

Washington  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land 24,  956,  411.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 15,  787, 100.  00 

Total  assessed  valuation 40,  743, 511.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Co- 


lumbia for  fiscal  year  1905 217,  608,  296.  00 

Keal  estate  tax  for  fiscal  year  1905: 

Washington  City 2,652,971.78 

Washington  County 611,152.66 

Total  real  estate  tax  3,  264, 124.  44 
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For  the  tiscal  3^ear  1904  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  was  as 
follows: 

W asliington  City : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $94,  211,  518.  00 

xlssessed  valuation  of  improvements 80, 134, 190.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation $174,  345,  708.  00 

Washington  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land 24,  856,  720.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 14,  047,  990.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation 38,  904,  710.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia for  tiscal  year  1904  213,  250, 418.  00 


Real  estate  tax  for  tiscal  year  1904: 

Washington  City 

Washington  Countv 


Total  real  estate  tax 


2,  615, 185.  62 
583,  570.  65 

3, 198,  756.  27 


These  tig-ures  show  the  following  increases  of  1905  over  1904,  in 
assessed  valuation: 

Washington  City  : $2,  519,  077.  00 

Washington  County 1,  838,  801.  00 


Total  increase. 


4,  357,  878.  00 


They  also  show  an  increase  in  the  tax  over  the  fiscal  3^ear  1904,  as 
follows: 

Washington  city $37,  786. 16 

Washington  county 27,  582.  01 


Total  increase 65,  368. 17 

The  board  of  assistant  assessors  of  real  property  has  submitted  to 
me  its  report  for  the  fiscal  jeav  1904. 

The  main  features  of  this  report  are  the  decided  increase  in  the 
Tiuml)er  of  buildings  erected  and  the  amount  of  agricultural  land  sub- 
divided into  building  lots. 

The  clerical  force  of  this  branch  of  the  department  deserves  especial 
commendation  for  arduous  and  painstaking  labor. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  increases  and  decreases  in  the 
triennial  assessment  made  for  the  fiscal  year  1905: 


City. 

County. 

Total. 

As.sf*.ssmpiit  of  iifiw  1)nildin^'.s 

S3, 392, 200 
950, 300 
12,  300 

S2, 590, 900 
202, 700 

S5, 983, 100 
1, 153, 000 
12, 300 

Additions  and  improvements 

Railroad  tracks,  conduits,  etc 

Total  assessment 

4,354,800 
327,  500 

2,  793,  000 
12,000 

7, 148, 400 
339, 500 

Reductions 

Net  increase  in  annual  assessment 

4, 027, 300 

2, 781, 600 

6, 808, 900 

Nnmb(’r  of  new'  brick  buildings . 

570 

463 

1,033 

182 

Number  of  new'  frame  buildings 

7 

175 

Total  number  of  new'  buildings 

577 

638 

1,215 

215 

Number  of  buildings  removed 

192 

23 

Increase  in  number  of  ljuildings 

385 

615 

1,000 

246 

Number  of  buildings  repaired 

158 

88 
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Buildings  exempt  from  taxation  during  fiscal  year  1904. 


City. 

County. 

Total. 

pictrint  nf  nnhimbifi.  

$169,000 
99, 500 

47. 000 

30. 000 

$679, 000 
5, 200 

$848, 000 
104,  700 
47,000 
215, 000 

Churches  

T4  n«pi  tflls  - 

Colleges 

185, 000 

Total  

345, 500 

869, 200 

1,214,700 

RECAPITULATION. 

Net  increase  in  annual  assessment 

4,027,300 

345,500 

2,781,600 
869, 200 

6,808,900 
1, 214,  700 

Exempt  from  taxation 

Net  annual  assessment 

3,681,800 

1,912,400 

5,  594, 200 

By  sections. 


Section. 

New  buildings. 

Repairs. 

Reductions. 

Number. 

Value. 

Number 
of  build- 
ings. 

Value. 

Number 
of  build- 
ings. 

Value. 

Northwest 

294 

$2, 802, 100 

118 

$899, 200 

107 

$180, 700 

Southwest 

23 

46,900 

12 

13,800 

13 

7,000 

Northeast 

160 

398, 900 

20 

29, 900 

8 

2,500 

Southeast 

100 

144, 300 

8 

7,400 

64 

137,  300 

Total 

577 

3, 392, 200 

158 

950,  300 

192 

327, 500 

Average  assessed  value  per  building. 


Section. 


Vahie. 


Northwest, 
Southwest 
Northeast  , 
Southeast. 


$9, 530 
2, 039 
2, 487 
1,445 


Entire  city 


5,879 


Number  of  apartment  houses  in  the  city. 


Section. 

Number. 

Value. 

Northwest 

Southwest 

47 

50 

30 

$1,359,800 
11,200 
186, 000 
85, 600 

Northeast 

Southeast 

Total 

134 

1, 642, 600 

Apartment  houses. 


Location. 

Number. 

Value. 

In  the  city 

134 

$1, 642, 600 

In  the  county 

41 

’ 457 1 700 

Total 

175 

2,100,300 

Average  assessed  value  apartment  houses  (city) $12, 258 

Average  assessed  value  apartment  houses  (county) 11, 163 
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Changes  in  assessed  values  in  county,  North  Capitol  street  being  the  dividing  line  east  and 

west. 


New  buildings. 

Repairs. 

Reductions. 

Section. 

Number. 

Value. 

Number 
of  build- 
ings. 

Value. 

Number 
of  build- 
ings. 

Value.  1 

Total 

value. 

East  of 

336 

$1,242,900 

47 

$130, 000 

10 

$6,100  ' 

$1,372,900 

West  of 

302 

1, 348, 000 

41 

72, 700 

13 

5,  900 

1, 420,  700 

Total 

638 

2,590,900 

88 

202, 700 

23 

12,000  , 

1 

2, 793, 600 

Average  assessed  value  per  new  building. 


East  of  North  Capitol  street $3,690 

\Vest  of  North  Capitol  street 4, 463 

Average  assessed  value  for  county 4, 060 


Improvements  made  in  the  important  subdivisions  in  county. 


Subdivision. 

New 

build- 

ings. 

Assessed 

valuation. 

Average 
as.sessed 
value  per 
building. 

Fernwood  Heights 

5 

$20, 500 
164, 500 

$4,100 
14, 955 
4,  416 
1,  577 

Kalorama  Heights 

11 

Cliffbourue 

6 

26, 500 

179.800 
137, 500 

63, 600 

171.800 

Todd  and  Brown’s  subdivision 

114 

Columbia  Heights  . ..  . 

43 

3, 198 
2, 120 
15, 618 
3, 334 
2, 410 
1,172 

S.  P.  Brown’s  subdivision 

30 

Little’s  subdivision 

11 

Washington  Heights,  Commissioners’  subdivision 

9 

30, 000 
24, 100 
12,  900 
218, 700 
96, 200 
19,400 
9,  700 

Holmead 

10 

Brightwood  Park 

11 

Bloomingdale 

92 

2, 378 

Moore  & Barbour’s  addition 

33 

2, 915 
2, 425 

Gass’s  subdivision 

8 

Ellaston  Terrace 

8 

1, 212 

South  Brookland 

10 

9,300 
6,700 
2, 600 
5, 500 

930 

Congress  Heights,  Longnecker’s  addition 

7 

957 

Congress  Heights,  Randle’s  subdivision 

4 

6.50 

Randle  Park 

6 

916 

Total  assessment  of  new  buildings  for  the  years  1895  to  1905,  inclusive. 


Amount  of  assessments $37,  642, 461 

Reductions 2,  076, 170 

Increase 35,  566,  291 

Number  of  new  liuildings 10,  201 

Number  of  Intildings  removed 1,  943 

Increase  in  nund)er  of  Ifuildings 8,  258 


Number  of  buildings  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Locality. 

Number  of  buildings. 

Brick. 

Frame. 

Total. 

City 

38, 927 
5, 144 

11,232 
6, 635 

50, 159 
11, 779 

County  

Total 

44, 071 

17,867 

61,938 
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Value  of  real  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  assessed  for  taxation  from  1871  to 

1905,  inclusive. 


•1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 


1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 


Year. 


Washington. 


Georgetown. 


$66, 818, 886 


56,213,467 
6, 036, 434 


62, 421, 331 
72, 880, 380 
80, 539, 782 
82,  292, 906 
78,  818, 934 
81,  246, 847 
83,101,484 
75,  555,801 
76, 085,  940 
77, 256, 610 
78, 515, 793 
80, 615, 448 
80, 293, 418 
82, 825, 255 
85, 132, 151 
96,  383, 486 
99,  430, 297 
102, 886, 043 
119, 613,603 
123, 110, 219 
126, 383,  584 
138, 104, 771 
160,  269, 876 
161, 054,  761 
165,  399, 819 
156, 854,  384 
158, 532,  366 
159, 559,  921 
151,498,504 
154,  349,  966 
155, 903, 114 
171,302,378 
174,345, 708 
176, 864, 785 


6, 366, 488 
6,272,010 
6, 312,  099 
5, 849, 317 
5,953,932 
6,028,041 
5, 242, 224 
5,291,313 
5, 282, 096 
5,  266,  943 
5,  307, 116 
4, 013, 888 
4, 074, 358 
4, 160, 222 
4, 741, 540 
4, 908, 345 

4,  987, 632 
5,395,021 

5,  550, 976 
5, 682,  676 
5, 796, 237 
7,  623, 070 
7,  751, 615 


County. 


Total. 


$6, 965, 101 
6,  500, 000 
8, 623, 056 
9,  621, 280 
9, 270, 036 
8, 748, 433 
8,  728,  622 
8, 480, 365 
6, 693, 417 
6, 603, 103 
6, 414, 372 
6, 525,  759 
6,611,101 
6,  541,  368 
6,  602, 851 
6,  760, 956 
7, 172, 075 
7, 406, 186 
7, 611, 678 
12,  617,  795 
12, 948, 696 
13,415,018 
13, 123, 268 
23, 524, 858 
23,  748,  670 
23,  522,  524 
23, 522, 524 
22,  723, 918 
23, 596, 450 
25. 069,  045 
25, 984,  675 
26, 622, 494 
37,  217, 058 
38,904,710 
40,  743,  511 


$79, 997, 454 
74, 957, 765 
87, 869, 924 
96,433,072 
97, 875, 041 
93, 452, 684 
95, 929, 401 
97, 609, 890 
87, 491, 442 
87, 980,  356 
88, 953,  078 
90, 308, 495 
92, 533,  665 
90, 848, 674 
93,502, 464 
96,053,329 
108,302,iai 
111,744,830 
115,485,353 
137, 626,419 
141,  609, 891 
145, 481, 278 
147,024,276 
191,417,804 
192,  555, 046 
188, 922,343 
180,  376,  908 
181, 256, 284 
183, 156,371 
176, 567, 549 
180,334,  641 
182, 525, 608 
208, 519, 436 
213, 250, 418 
217, 608, 296 


The  board  of  assistant  assessors  is  now  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  the  ensuing  triennial  assessment  of  realt}^,  upon  which  will  be  based 
the  taxes  for  the  fiscal  years  1906,  190T,  and  1908.  This  is  a work  of 
great  magnitude,  its  completion  within  the  time  prescribed,  and  in  the 
painstaking  and  thorough  manner  followed  b}^  the  board,  necessitating 
unremitting  labor  and  the  closest  attention.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  board 
to  leave  undone  nothing  productive  of  an  equitable  and  satisfactory 
assessment. 

Appeals  from  this  assessment  will  be  heard  by  the  board  of  equaliza- 
tion and  review  between  the  first  Monday  in  January  and  the  first 
Monday  in  June,  1905. 


PERSONAL  TAXES. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  April  28,  1901,  the  time  (from  Novem- 
ber 15  to  December  15  in  each  year)  during  which  citizens  might 
appear  before  the  board  of  personaHax  appeals,  was  changed  so  that 
such  appeals  may  be  made  between  the  first  Monda}^  in  February  and 
the  second  Monday  in  March  in  each  year.  It  was  found  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  time  between  the  1st  day  of  July  and  the  15th  day  of 
N ovember  for  a systematic  canvass  of  the  District  and  a thorough  assess- 
ment of  personal  property.  This  change  will  prove  advantageous  to 
both  the  owners  of  personal  property  and  the  officers  charged  with 
enforcing  the  law. 

As  a result  of  the  aforesaid  change,  the  total  assessed  valuation  of 
personal  property,  and  the  actual  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected,  can 
not  be  ascertained  until  completion  of  the  work  of  the  board  of  appeals 
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and  the  final  footing  of  the  books.  It  is  estimated,  however,  that  the 
amount  of  personal  taxes  collectible  during  the  fiscal  year  1905,  includ- 
ing street  railway  and  other  franchise  taxes,  will  be  1675,000,  as  against 
$637,416  levied  for  the  fiscal  year  1904.  This  will  be  an  increase  of 
approximately  $38,000. 

Accepting  the  above  estimate  of  the  amount  of  personal  taxes,  the, 
total  tax  on  real  and  personal  property  for  the  fiscal  year  1905  will  be: 

Personal f5675,  000 

Real 3,264,161 

Total 3,9?59,161 

This  will  result  in  an  approximate  net  increase  in  taxes,  both  real 
and  personal,  of  $102,989. 

In  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  1903,  I was  unable  to  give 
the  exact  figures  for  the  assessed  valuation  of  personal  property,  and 
the  tax  thereupon  for  the  fiscal  year  1904,  for  the  reason  that  the 
books  had  not  at  that  time  been  completed. 

The  actual  assessed  valuation  of  personal  property  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  tax  levied  thereupon  for  the  fiscal  year  1904  were 
as  follows: 


Assessed  val- 
uation. 

Tax 

rate. 

Tax. 

Personal  property 

fl5, 932, 894.  00 
1,  590, 675. 35 
1,570, 176.91 
1,  777, 314.  45 
3, 741, 181.  92 

Per  cent. 

n 

4 

5 

6 
4 

$238, 993. 5& 
63, 627. 01 
78,508.  85 
106, 638.  90 
al49, 647.  29 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Total 

24, 612, 242.  63 

637, 415.  61 

Cl  street  railways. 


Value  of  personal  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia  assessed  for  taxation  from  1877  to 

1905,  inclusive. 


Year. 

Asses.sed 

value. 

Y Assessed 

^ 1 value. 

1877  

$15,429,873 
17, 239, 051 
13,336,920 
11, 421, 431 
10, 895,  712 
9, 666, 272 
9,028, 812 
11,  311, 622 
12,795,934 
12, 658,  949 
11,934,245 
10, 943, 458 
11,  728,  672 
11,023,167 
11, 697,  650 

1892 

$11,825, 190 
12, 045, 290 
11, 206, 364 
11,449,  485 
10, 971, 737 
9, 532, 851 
9,  780, 658 
13,431,475 
14, 391, 438 
12, 567, 084 
15, 962, 805 
22,249,936 
24, 612, 243 
26, 000,  000 

1878  

1893 

1879  

1894 

1880  

1895 

1881 

1896 

1882  

1897 

1883  

1898 

1884  

1899 

1885  : 

1900 

1886  

1901 

1887  

1902  (estimated) 

1888  

1903 

1889  

1904 

1890  

1905  (estimated) 

1891 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  April  28,  1904,  also  provided  that 
the  clause  in  the  personal-tax  law  of  efuly  1,  1902,  relating  to  the 
franchise  taxes  to  be  paid  by  street-railway  companies  should  be  con- 
strued to  include  all  such  companies.  This  provision  was  necessary 
because  of  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  certain  street-railroad  companies 
Avhich  had  been  paying  personal  taxes  on  the  assessed  valuation  of 
their  capital  stock,  as  provided  their  charters,  to  maintain  that  it — 
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that  is,  the  valuation  of  their  capital  stock— instead  of  their  gross 
receipts,  should  continue  to  be  the  basis  of  taxation. 

For  many  years,  because  of  the  noncoincidence  of  the  fiscal  and 
calendar  years,  and  the  consequent  impractical)ility  of  collecting  in  any 
given  fiscal  year  the  taxes  on  the  gross  receipts  of  street- rail  road 
companies  for  the  preceding  calendar  year,  these  companies,  for  their 
franchise  taxes,  were  carried  a year  in  arrears. 

The  act  of  July  1,  1902,  under  the  provisions  of  which  personal  and 
franchise  taxes  are  payable  in  May,  and  under  which  we  are  now 
operating,  remedies  this  defect,  and  in  the  fiscal  }"ear  190-1  all  street- 
railway  companies  were  required  to  liquidate  their  indebtedness  to  the 
District  for  arrears  of  franchise  taxes,  resulting  in  the  collection  of 
$11,292.90,  representing  such  arrears.  The  payment  of  these  arrears 
was  as  follows: 


Anacostia  and  Potomac  River  Railroad  Company $11, 11>5.  01 

Brip^htwood  Railway  Company 2,  380. 14 

Capital  Traction  Company 15, 162.  73 

Georgetown  and  Tennallytown  Railway  Company  - 1,  413.  38 

Washington,  Alexandria  and  Mount  Vernon  Railway  Company 1,014. 14 

Washington  Railway  and  Electric  Company 2,  742. 18 

City  and  Suburban  Railway  of  Washington 10,  165.  32 


Total 44,  292.  90 


At  the  time  these  payments  were  made  the  street-railway  companies 
also  paid  the  franchise  taxes  on  their  gross  receipts  for  the  calendar 
year  1903.  As  a result  all  indebtedness  to  the  District  of  Columbia 
of  street-railroad  companies  for  franchise  taxes  was  liquidated  to  and 
including  December  31,  1903,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  City 
and  Suburban  Railway  of  Washington,  the  receiver  of  which  refused 
to  pay  the  4 per  cent  tax  on  the  earnings  of  that  road  in  the  State  of 
Marvland  in  the  calendar  year  1902. 

This  roadls  indebtedness  for  the  calendar  year  1903,  and  for  the  per 
centum  tax  on  its  receipts  for  the  calendar  year  1902  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  paid  May  31, 1904,  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  April 
28,  1904,  which  provided  that  the  roads  should  pay  on  their  receipts  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  only.  The  company  claims  that  this  law  is 
retroactive,  and  affected  all  outstanding  indebtedness  for  franchise 
taxes.  The  District  claims  that  this  change  in  the  law  should  take 
effect  with  the  calendar  year  1903,  and  that  the  indebtedness  of  the 
road  for  franchise  taxes  for  the  calendar  year  1902  was  not  affected 
therebjv  The  receiver  has  asked  instructions  from  the  court,  and 
settlement  of  the  controversy  is  pending.  We  have  on  our  books 
unpaid  a charge  against  this  company  of  $1,454.90,  being  the  4 per 
cent  tax  on  its  gross  earnings  in  Maryland  for  the  calendar  year  1902. 

Hereafter,  in  May  of  each  year,  each  street- railroad  company^  will 
be  charged  4 per  cent  on  its  gross  earnings  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  preceding  calendar  year. 

The  act  of  April  28,  1904,  also  included  among  those  corporations 
required  to  pay  H pei’  c*ent  per  annum  on  their  gross  receipts  the 
title  insurance  companies,  which  before  the  passage  of  that  act  had 
been  taxed  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  their  capital  stock.  The  new 
method  of  taxation  is  more  equitable  to  the  companies  taxed  and  more 
satisfactory  to  the  District. 

This  act  also  changed  the  method  of  taxing  incorporated  savings 
banks.  Under  the  act  of  July  1, 1902,  these  institutions  were  assessed 
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6 per  cent  per  annum  on  their  gross  earnings,  and  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  law  as  amended  they  are  assessed  1 per  cent  per  annum  on 
the  amount  of  their  gross  earnings  less  the  amount  paid  as  interest  to 
their  depositors.  This  is  considered  a more  equitable  tax. 

The  act  of  July  1,  1902  (the  personal-tax  law),  provided  that  the 
capital  stock  of  all  corporations  operating  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
other  than  those  mentioned  specihcallv  in  the  act,  should  be  appraised 
by  the  board  of  personal-tax  appraisers  and  taxed  at  the  rate  of  1^  per 
cent.  This  was  modified  by  the  act  of  April  28,  1901,  by  the  provision 
that  this  portion  of  the  act  of  1902  should  not  be  construed  to  include 
business  companies  which,  by  reason  of,  or  in  addition  to,  incorpora- 
tion, receive  no  special  franchise  or  privilege;  but  that  all  such  cor- 
porations should  be  rated,  assessed,  and  taxed  as  individuals  conducting 
business  in  similar  lines.  This  provision  remedied  what  was  believed 
to  be  an  unjust  provision  of  the  original  personal- tax  law,  and  as  it 
now  stands  such  business  corporations  will  be  taxed  on  the  assessed 
valuation  of  their  tangible  personal  property  instead  of  on  their 
capital  stock. 

The  act  of  1901,  amending  the  personal-tax  law,  also  reduced  the 
rate  to  be  paid  Iw  Imilding  associations  from  1 per  cent  per  annum  on 
their  gross  earnings  to  2 per  cent  per  annum  on  their  entire  gross 
earnings.  This  was  considered  a very  just  change,  it  having  been 
found  that  the  tax  of  1 per  cent  was  out  ot*  proportion  and  resulted  in 
a hardship  to  the  members  of  the  associations,  most  of  whom  are  per- 
sons of  moderate  means.  I am  sorry  to  state,  however,  that  these 
associations  immediately  claimed  that  this  amendment  should  be  con- 
strued as  retroactive,  and  that  the  reduction  in  the  rate  of  taxation 
should  begin  with  the  tax  to  be  paid  in  the  fiscal  year  1901  on  the 
receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  1903.  This  was  not  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  contention  is  not  borne  out  by  the  wording  of  the  act. 
One  of  the  building  associations  has  instituted  suit  against  the  District 
to  recover  the  amount  represented  b}"  the  difi'erences  in  the  rates  of 
taxation  (paid  under  protest),  and  the  case  is  pending  in  the  courts. 

Another  salutary  amendment  was  the  elimination  from  the  list  of 
property  exempt  from  personal  taxation  of  ‘‘heirlooms.*’  It  was 
found  that  many  persons  sought  to  benefit  by  the  elasticity  of  this 
term,  and  to  hide  therebehind  a large  part  of  their  taxable  personal 
household  lielongings. 

The  work  of  the  board  of  personal- tax  appraisers  and  the  lioard  of 
personal  tax  appeals  has  been  arduous  and,  in  many  instances,  dis- 
agr(‘uable,  but  1 believe  it  has  b^en  performed  in  a manner  satisfactory 
to  the  public  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  District.  It  is  really 
surprising  that  there  has  been  so  little  friction  in  the  revival  of  a reve- 
nue huv  which  in  this  jurisdiction  had  for  many  years  been  practically 
a dead  letter. 


WATER-MAIN  TAX  DEPARTMENT. 

Amount  of  assessments  levied  during  the  fiscal  year  1901.  S13.2CT.93; 
amount  of  assessments  collected,  Sbl.uT5.8T. 

These  figures  show  that  the  arrears  of  wa\ter-main  taxes  are  being 
gradually  eliminated.  There  are  a number  of  unpaid  assessments, 
however,  which  are  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  and  should  be 
stricken  from  the  records,  they  being  absolute Iv  uncollectible  and 
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many  of  them  of  doubtful  original  validity.  These  assessments  encum- 
ber the  records  and  prevent  the  handling  of  the  same  with  facility. 

This  branch  of  the  office  has  been  conducted  with  special  efficiency 
and  the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  it  merit  particular  praise. 

In  the  estimates  of  the  superintendent  of  the  water  department  for 
the  fiscal  year  1906  Mr.  W.  F.  Sullivan,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  water- 
main  tax  branch  of  this  department,  is  commended,  and  an  increase  in 
his  salary  of  $200  per  annum  requested.  1 most  heartily  indorse  this 
recommendation.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  deserving  of  recognition  for  his 
current  work  and  for  the  improved  systems  inaugurated  and  main- 
tained by  him  in  this  branch  of  the  service. 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS  LEVIED  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED 

JUNE  30,  1904. 

Assessment  and  permit  work,  $86,129.79;  improvements  and  repairs, 
$6,661.73;  construction  and  county  roads,  $7,140.29. 

This  shows  an  increase  of  $9,993.85.  • 

The  clerks  employed  in  this  branch  of  the  department  deserve  credit 
for  accuracy  and  efficiency. 

TAX  CERTIFICATES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1904  this  office  issued  6,798  tax  certificates, 
for  which  a fee  of  50  cents  each  was  charged.  The  revenue  derived 
from  these  certificates  was  $3,399. 

In  addition  to  these  certificates  there  were  issued  during  the  fiscal 
3^ear  1904,  648  free  tax  certificates,  accompanying  subdivisions,  tax 
deeds,  etc. 

The  preparation  of  these  certificates  requires  the  most  careful  atten- 
tion and  accurate  work.  The  clerks  employed  in  this  branch  of  the 
office  deserve  great  credit  for  the  infrequency  of  errors. 

TRANSFERS  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

During  the  period  covered  bv  this  report  there  were,  by  authority 
of  recorded  deeds,  probated  wills,  etc. , tranferred  on  the  records  of 
this  office  6,622  parcels  of  land;  that  is,  3,392  in  the  county  and  3,230 
in  the  citjN 

' In  connection  with  this  work 'there  is  maintained  (at  all  times  cur- 
rent) a card  st'stem  showing  the  description  of  each  parcel  of  land  in 
both  the  cit}"  and  county;  the  number  of  square  feet  therein;  the 
assessed  valuation  per  square  foot;  the  total  assessed  valuation  of  the 
land  and  of  improvements;  and  also  the  name  of  the  latest  owner  of 
record,  together  with  reference  to  date  and  record  of  deed  or  date  and 
probate  of  will. 

Especial  pride  has  been  taken  in  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of 
this  record  during  the  past  three  or  four  \^ears,  and  it  is  believed  that 
near!}",  if  not  every,  transfer  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
during  that  period  may  readil}^  be  referred  to  by  the  data  contained 
on  these  cards. 

The  clerks  who  have  attended  to  the  details  of  this  work  deserve 
special  credit  for  their  skill  and  the  arduous  labor  involved. 

This  work  is  particularly  important  because  of  the  desirability  in 
all  cases  of  advertisement  of  property  for  sale  for  taxes,  to  describe  it 
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SO  that  no  technical  Haw  may  be  found  by  which  owners,  or  their 
attorneys,  may  claim  cancellation  of  sales  or  remission  of  interest.  It 
is  obviously  impi-acticable  to  entirely  eliminate  such  errors  until  the 
time  arrives  when  we  shall  have  reviewed  all  the  work  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  us  in  the  detailed  work  and  administration  of  this 
office  and  have  weeded  out  the  inaccuracies  and  mistakes  of  vears. 

Until  a few  vears  ago — that  is,  prior  to  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  3,  18119,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  and 
the  register  of  wills  to  furnish  this  office,  at  stated  intervals,  abstracts 
of  all  deeds  recorded  and  wills  prol)ated,  and  it  is  a matter  of  common 
knowledge  that  in  these  abstracts  were  many  errors  of  description. 
These  mistakes  were,  of  course,  perpetuated  on  our  I’ecords,  and  they 
are  being  gradually  discovered  and  corrected. 

For  the  past  few  years  a trusted  employee  of  this  department  has 
been  sent  daily  to  the  offices  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  and  the  register 
of  vvdlls  charged  with  the  duty  of  carefully  examining  all  deeds  recorded 
and  wills  probated,  making  alistracts  in  clue  form  of  all  such  documents 
that  atfect  the  transfer  of  real  property  and  making  return  to  this 
office,  when,  with  the  assistance  of  other  competent  help,  each  ti-ansfer 
is  carefully  examined  and  due  note  made  on  the  card  s3"stem,  tax 
ledgers,  and  other  records. 

I am  sure  that  an  examination  of  our  s\"stem  will  develop  the  fact 
that  its  results  are  nearlv  perfect,  barring  those  mistakes  which  have 
been  handed  down  to  us  bv  our  predecessors,  and  which,  as  hereinbe- 
fore stated,  are  being  gradually  weeded  out. 

In  some  portions  of  the  District,  particularly  in  parts  of  George- 
town and  the  county,  technically  perfect  descriptions  are  impossible 
until  ancient  surveys  are  verilied  or  disproved.  This  difficultv  is  being 
A^ery  sIoavIa"  eliminated. 

Each  year,  before  the  annual  tax  sale,  lists  are  made  of  the  property^ 
to  be  advertised,  and  in  the  ca^e  of  each  piece  of  propertv.  othei*  than 
Avhole  lots,  the  best  descriptions  obtainable  are  secured;  but  it  is  clearly 
manifest  that  Ave  have  not  the  force  nor  the  time  to  go  back  for  A^ears 
in  the  case  of  each  piece  of  property  and  verity  the  old  descriptions. 
This  is  done,  hoAvever,  in  all  cases  Avhere  there  is  reasonable  doubt, 
and  1 state  Avithout  fear  of  successful  contradiction  that  this  Avork  is 
Avell  done  and  that  the  percentage  of  errors  is  creditabU  small. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  office,  and  its  employees  are  so  instructed^ 
to  use  every  endeavor  to  make  the  lists  of  property  adA’ertised  for 
delincjuent  taxes  as  nearlv  perfect  as  the  force  and  time  available  Avill 
permit. 


ACCOUNTS,  ETC. 

The  improved  methods  in  Aa)gue  have  reduced  to  a minimum  inaccu- 
racies in  accounts,  duplicate  ])avments,  etc. 

The  preparation  of  bills  before  the  periods  for  paAunents  of  taxes, 
and  the  im])rovement  in  the  general  SA^stem  of  the  office  during  the 
past  four  or  five  vears,  Iuiaa^  been  productiA^e  of  A^eiy  gratifving 
results. 

The  current  Avoi-k  of  the  office  has  been  largeU  increased  in  all  its 
branc'hes,  and  the  employees  are  required  to  give  to  their  duties  the 
strictest  attentiou  and  unremitting  labor. 
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PI.ATS  AND  DESCRIPTIONS  OF  COUNTY  PROPERTY. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  Commissioners,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  this  office,  submitted  a draft  of  a bill  to  distinct! veh^ 
designate  lots  and  parcels  of  land  in  the  county. 

§ IFor  man}^  years  all  the  departments  of  the  District  goyernment  have 
been  in  urgent  need  of  comprehensiye  and  accurate  plats  of  the  county, 
and  of  a S3^stem  whereby  each  and  eyeiy  parcel  of  land  therein  might 
be  readily  identified.  Because  of  the  lack  of  such  plats  and  of  such  a 
system,  and  the  resulting  impracticability  of  accurately  describing 
such  parcels  of  land  in  adyertisements  for  sale  for  deliiujuent  taxes, 
the  District  has  been  obliged  to  cancel  innumerable  tax  sales,  thereby 
losing  reyenue  which  would  otherwise  be  paid  for  penalties  and 
interest. 

In  the  bill  referred  to  it  was  proyided  that  the  number  giyen  each 
block,  square,  lot,  or  parcel  of  land  should  be  a yalid  and  sufficient 
description  for  all  purposes  of  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  and 
assessments  of  eyery  kind.  This  proyision  would  obyiate  the  neces- 
sity of  describing  parts  of  lots  and  parcels  of  land  by  metes  and 
bounds  in  adyertisements  for  sale  for  delinquent  taxes.  It  has  been 
the  general  endeayor  of  the  office  to  do  this,  but  because  of  the  lack 
of  accurate  plats  of  the  ground  many  of  such  descriptions  haye  been 
defectiye. 

The  county  of  Washington  was,  prior  to  1872,  under  the  control  of 
the  old  leyy  court.  In  that  year  the  court  was  succeeded  ly  the 
board  of  public  works,  but  the  former  failed  to  deliver  to  its  suc- 
cessors any  of  its  records  or  plats.  As  a consequence,  when  the  present 
form  of  goyernment  was  installed  it  was  wholly  unproyided  with  plats 
of  county  property. 

The  first  plats  of  unsubdiyided  land  in  the  possession  of  this  office, 
consisting  of  30  plats,  26  by  20  inches,  w^ere  made  by  B.  D.  Carpenter, 
in  1881,  by  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress  approyed  June  T,  1880. 
At  that  time  these  plats  were  thought  to  be  adequate  for  assessment 
purposes,  but  as  they  do  not  giye  property  by  metes  and  bounds,  they 
are  no  longer  of  seryice. 

In  1892  plats  were  made  ly  D.  J.  Howell,  by  authority  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approyed  January  21.  1891.  These  haye  been  found  insuffi- 
cient for  purposes  of  assessment  because  of  their  general  plan,  and 
the  fact  that  the3^w"ere  intended  to  giye  merely  the  deed  lines,  acreage, 
and  names  of  persons  to  whom  the  properW  was  assessed. 

It  will  therefore  be  obseryed  that  this  office  has  neyer  had  reliable 
or  comprehensiye  plats  of  the  county  upon  which  assessments  could 
be  based,  or  for  the  purposes  of  reference. 

In  1873,  at  the  time  the  control  of  tax  matters  in  the  county  was 
taken  over  ly  the  board  of  public  works,  the  assessed  yalue  of  prop- 
erty in  this  portion  of  the  District  was  $8,623,056.  For  the  tax  year 
1905,  the  assessed  v aluation  of  property  in  the  counW  is  $10,713,511, 
which  fact  in  itself  demonstrates  the  absolute  necessit}^  for  plats  show- 
ing accurately  all  parcels  of  land  embraced  therein. 

Plats  coyering  most  of  the  count}'  haye  been  prepared  under  the 
direction  of  the  Engineer  Commissioner  (as  an  incident  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  permanent  system  of  highway  plans),  which  are  now  of 
record  in  the  office  of  the  suryeyor.  and  are  considered  far  superior  to 
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any  other  plats  in  existence.  This  platting  was  based  on  an  extensive 
system  of  measurements  and  triangiilation,  made  by  the  engineer 
department,  and  consists  of  160  sheets,  24  b}^  32  inches,  drawn  to  a 
scale  of  1 inch  to  100  feet.  If  they  were  extended  to  cover  the  entire 
county  they  would  consist  of  260  sheets. 

Very  little  platting  would  be  recpiired  to  finish  the  set,  as  the  plats 
which  we  are  lacking  would  include  unsubdivided  tracts,  and  would 
have  very  few  lines  upon  them.  These  plats  are  the  onl}^  ones  of  the 
countv  drawn  on  so  large  a scale,  and  in  a form  convenient  for  read}^ 
reference.  Very  constant  use  by  the  various  departments  is  tending' 
to  their  destruction.  About  half  of  them  have  been  lithographed,  but 
no  funds  are  available  for  copying  the  others.  It  is  estimated  that 
$10,000  will  be  required  to  complete  the  set,  and  lithograph  the  same, 
and  $5,000  to  change  the  records  of  the  assessor’s  office  to  conform 
therewith. 

It  is  believed  that  if  the  bill  mentioned  is  passed,  the  plats  provided, 
and  the  system  put  into  operation,  whereby  a separate  number  is  given 
to  each  block,  square,  lot,  or  parcel  of  land,  avoiding  the  confusing 
similarity  of  names  of  the  county  subdivisions  and  the  duplication  of 
lot  numbers,  the  changes  resulting  will  be  of  incalculable  benefit,  both 
to  the  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  county  and  to  the  District  govern- 
ment. 

I urgently  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  at  the  ensuing  session  of 
Congress  to  have  passed  a bill  embodying  the  features  of  the  heretofore- 
mentioned  bill. 

ARREARS  OF  TAXES. 

Strenuous  eflbrts  have  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  notif}^  all 
delinquents  as  to  arrears  of  taxes,  both  real  and  personal,  with  the 
result  that  there  are  unpaid  at  this  date  a much  smaller  aggregate  of 
taxes  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  history  of  the  office. 

In  the  matter  of  personal  taxes,  the  law  was  radicallv  changed 
beginning  with  the  fiscal  year  1903,  and  under  the  new  law  there  have 
been  but  two  levies,  viz,  those  for  the  fiscal  years  1903  and  1904.  It  is 
a safe  estimate  that  at  least  90  per  cent  of  these  levies  have  been 
collected. 

With  respect  to  the  arrears  of  real-estate  taxes,  the  S3'steni  of  mail- 
ing notices  before  sale  and  in  other  ways  reminding  property  owners 
of  their  delinquency  has  resulted  not  only  in  reducing  to  an  unprece- 
dented minimum  the  arrears  of  current  taxes,  but  in  the  pavment  of  a 
majority  of  the  arrears  which  have  been  standing  on  the  books  for 
years. 

DETAILS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1904  there  were  detailed  to  this  department 
from  the  executive  office  one  clerk  at  $600  per  annum  and  one  messen- 
ger at  $600  per  annum.  One  clerk  at  $900  per  annum  was  detailed 
from  this  office  to  the  office  of  the  property  clerk. 

ESTIMATES  OF  REVENUE. 

Hv  .your  order  dated  Julv  14,  1904,  vou  appointed  the  auditor,  the 
collector  of  taxes,  and  mvself  a committee  to  estimate  the  revenues 
which  will  be  available  to  meet  the  appropriations  to  be  made  for  the 
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i^upport  of  the  government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal 
3^ear  ending  June  30,  1906. 

This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  the  figures  being 
exclusive  of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department: 

Realty  taxes  (current  and  arrears) $3,  900,  000 

Personal  taxes  (including  street  railway  (franchise  taxes),  current  and 

arrears)  675,000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 1,  000 

Penalties  and  interest  on  taxes 85,  000 

Advertising  taxes 3,  300 

Fees:  , • 

Tax  certificates 4,  000 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures 6,  500 

Surveyor 10,500 

Justices  of  the  peace 23,  000 

Dog  pound 950 

Inspecting  gas  meters 1,  200 

Licenses: 

Liquor 460,  000 

Plumbers 50 

Engineers 1,  000 

Insurance 90,  000 

Miscellaneous 110,  000 

Dog  taxes 17,000 

Health  department  permits 325 

Sewer,  gas,  water,  railing,  and  building  permits 12,  000 

Market  rents 18,000 

Police  court  fines 80,000 

Rent  of  wharves,  street  termini,  and  buildings 12,  000 

Receipts  from  street  extension  benefits  and  interest  on  same 15,  000 

Interest  on  improvements  and  repairs  and  permit  work 2,  500 

Miscellaneous  collections,  including  sale  of  old  material,  proceeds  of 

labor,  municipal  lodging  houses,  etc 4,  000 


Total 5,  532,  325 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and  dog 
taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  pension  fund 70,  000 


Total  available - 5,  462,  325 

It  has  been  my  endeavor  to  maintain  a creditable  degree  of  efficienc}" 
among  the  employees  of  this  department,  and  to  personally  discharge 
to  the  best  of  1113^  ability^  the  duties  incumbent  upon  me. 

1 would  be  lacking  in  appreciation  if  I did  not  take  this  opportunit}^ 
to  thank  the  Commissioners  for  their  consideration  and  support,  and 
the  employees  under  me  for  their  faithful  and  efficient  services,  espe- 
cially Assistant  Assessor  T.  Frederick  Alveyy  for  his  valuable,  efficient, 
and  untiring  assistance  in  the  administration  of  this  office.  His  serv- 
ices can  not  by  me  be  overestimated. 

Respectfully,  H.  H.  Darneille, 

Assesso7\  District  of  Columtyla. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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ESTIMATES. 

In  my  estimates  submitted  to  you  recently  I asked  for  only  two  increases,  both  of 
which  are  very  important.  One  is  an  appropriation  of  |2,500  for  compiling  the  tri- 
ennial real-estate  assessment,  which  work  must  be  performed  during  the  fiscal  year 
iieginning  July  1,  1905.  This  is  an  undertaking  of  great  magnitude,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  regular  force  to  accomplish  it  during  office  hours.  Heretofore  from  |4,000 
to  $6,000  have  been  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  but  in  view  of  the  improved  con- 
dition of  our  records,  I think  that  by  straining  a point  we  may  be  able  to  get  through 
with  $2,500.  I request,  however,  that  this  aiipropriation  be  made  with  authority  to 
employ  clerks  in. this  office  after  office  hours,  and  to  pay  them  from  this  fund.  It  is 
absolutely  impossi,ble  to  have  this  work  accurately  performed  by  persons  unacquainted 
with  the  methods  and  systems  of  the  *>ffice  and  untrained  in  this  work. 

The  other  increase  asked  is  for  an  appraiser  of  personal  property,  at  $2,000  per 
annum.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  it  is  a physical  impossibility  for  the  two  assist- 
ant assessors  detailed  as  personal-tax  appraisers  to  appraise  all  personal  property  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  It  results  that  much  of  such  property  escapes  taxation 
which  would  otherwise  be  listed.  The  need  of  this  assistance  is  imperative.  If  this 
increase  is  allowed,  the  incumbent  of  the  office  would  not  be  a member  of  the  board 
of  asi^istant  assessors,  the  board  of  personal-tax  appeals,  nor  the  board  of  equalization 
and  review. 


Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’ s office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June 

30]  1906. 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropriated, 

1905. 

Estimated, 

1906. 

1 

$4, 000 

$4, 000 

chairman  excise  and  other  boards, 

f500. 

•) 

T F Alvev. 

2, 000 

2,000 

3 

J.  T.  Petty 

do 

2, 000 

2, 000 

4 ; 

W.  D.  Montattue 

Clerk  

1,400 

1,400 

5 

H.  M.  Fitzhugh 

do 

1,400 

1,400 

6 

A.  M.  Lambeth 

Clerk  arrears  division 

1,400 

1,400 

7 ' 

F.  F.  Mix 

Clerk 

1,200 

1,200 

8 

J.  S.  Kirk  

do 

1,200 

1,200 

9 

S.  D.  Gage 

do 

1,200 

1,200 

10 

II.  R.  Ashby 

do 

1, 200 

1,200 

11 

W.  S.  Bouscareu 

Draftsman 

1.200 

1,200 

12 

IT  S Gam’ll 

Clerk  . . 

1,000 

1,000 

13 

C.  M.  Davis 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

14 

A.  K.  Evans 1 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

15 

L.  Addison 

do , 

1,000 

1.000 

16 

M.  G.  Dent  . 

Assistant  or  clerk 

900 

900 

17 

F.  M.  Ijangston  

Clerk  in  charge  of  records 

1,000 

1,000 

18 

^I.  S.  Herring 

Clerk  

900 

900 

19 

H.  R.  Hall 

do 

900 

900 

20 

H.  B.  Bolton 

License  clerk 

1,200 

1,200 

21 

P.  T.  Covle 

Clerk  

1,000 

1,000 

22 

A.  F'.  Entwisle 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

23 

W.  J.  Donovan 

Inspector  of  licenses 

1, 200 

1,200 

24 

W.  H.  Coombs 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

1,000 

1,000 

25 

W.  Moten 

Messenger 

600 

600 

26 

E.  \V.  VV.  Griffin  ... 

Assistant  assessor 

3,  000 

3, 000 

27 

Matthew  Trimble 

do 

3, 000 

3,000 

28 

S.  T.  Kalbfns 

do 

3, 000 

3,000 

29 

R.  Hamilton 

Clerk  to  board  of  assistant  assessors 

1,500 

1 1,500 

30 

F.  A.  Griffin 

Messenger  and  driver  to  board  of  assist- 

600 

600 

ant  assessors. 

31 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

. 500 

500 

32 

Temporary  clerk  hire  for  preparing 

2, 500 

numerical  book. 

1 

Total 

43, 500 

46,  000 

EXCISE  BOARD. 



33 

R.  Williams 

Chief  clerk 

2, 000 

2,000 

34 

C.  S.  Cotton 

Clerk  

1,200 

1,200 

35 

R.  Arnold 

do 

1,000 

1,000 

36 

F'.  Howard 

Messenger 

; 600 

600 

Total 

' 4, 800 

1 

1 4, 800 

I'ERSONAL-TAX  BOARD. 

37 

Alex.  McKenzie 

.Assistant  assessor 

3,  000 

3,000 

38 

F'rancis  Nve 

do 

3, 000 

3,000 

39 

P.  S.  Lesh! 

! Clerk  

1,400 

1,400 
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40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 


47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 


Name  of  officer  or 
employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appropriated, 

1905. 

Estimated, 

1906. 

PERSONAL-TAX  BOARD— COIl. 

C M.  White,  jr 

u,  000 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
2,000 

$1, 0000 
1,200 
l,20a 
1,200 
1, 200 
2,000 
2,000 

do 

do 

F.  A.  Gunther 

do 

Extra  clerk  hire 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

Totfl.l  - 

15, 200 

17,200 

SPECIAL- ASSESSMENT  OFFICE. 

J.  W.  Daniel 

Special -assessment  clerk 

1,700 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,  200 
1,200 
1,200 
900 
900 

1,  700 
1, 200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
900 
900 

W.  G.  Trow 

Clerk , 

D.  M.  Cridler 

do 

W.  H.  De  Shields 

do 

A.  Bradshaw 

do 

H.  W.  Hamilton 

do 

J.  W.  Harkness 

do 

A.  J.  Lee 

do 

J.  E.  Boteler 

do 

J.  S.  Poole 

do 

Total 

11, 900 

11,  900 

H.  H.  Darneille, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 


LICENSES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1904,  this  ofiice  issued  7,613  licenses,  includ- 
ing 509  barroom  and  139  wholesale  liquor  licenses.  In  addition  to  these,  298  licenses 
were  issued  to  engineers  upon  certificates  of  the  board  of  examiners. 

This  is  a decrease  from  the  number  issued  in  the  fiscal  year  1903,  and  is  occasioned 
by  the  fact  that  in  the  latter  year  a number  of  licenses  were  issued  twice  to  one 
licensee.  This  was  because  the  new  license  law,  including  in  its  provisions  many 
persons  who  had  not  theretofore  been  licensed,  went  into  operation  July  1,  1902, 
and  all  persons  who  were  amenable  to  licenses,  and  had  not  already  procured  the 
same,  were  required  to  do  so  for  the  period  July  1 to  October  31,  1903,  and  on 
November  1 (the  beginning  of  the  license  year)  to  renew  them. 

This  ofiice,  during  the  fiscal  year  1904,  certified  to  the  collector  of  taxes  2,052 
miscellaneous  deposits,  classified  as  follows: 

Miscellaneous  receipts. 

Engineers’  licenses. 

Escheated  relief  fund,  District  of  Columbia. 

Fees: 

Pound  fees,  health  department. 

Birth,  marriage,  and  death,  health  department. 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures. 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters. 

Fines: 

Imposed  by  police  court. 

Members  of  fire  department. 

Members  of  police  department. 

Interest  (semiannual),  Matthew  Wright  legacy. 

Receipts: 

Bathing  beach. 

Industrial  Home  School. 

Board  of  Children’s  Guardians. 

Board  of  Charities. 

Condemnation  of  alleys. 

Municipal  lodging  house  (proceeds  of  labor). 

Sale  of  old  material. 

Sale  of  hay  scales  and  fish  wharf. 
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Rents: 

Miscellaneous  for  District  of  Columbia  property. 

Property  on  Potomac  River  front  and  James  Creek  Canal. 
Washington  Market  Company  (credit  poor  fund). 
Repayments — 

To  various  appropriations.  ' 

Of  real  estate  taxes. 

By  forfeiture. 

Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1904- 


Business. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Number  in 
each  class. 

1 

Apothecaries 

$1, 312. 50 

$13. 00 

226 

2 

Auctioneers 

1, 516. 67 

$408.34 

16 

3 

345. 50 

105. 05 

12 

4 

2, 500. 00 

333. 34 

5 

5 

510. 12 

240.  04 

43 

6 

Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables,  bowling  allevs .. 

5, 073.  00 

788.50 

176 

7 

5, 408. 36 

592.  71 

55 

8 

415, 985.  80 

2, 166. 20 

509 

9 

2, 187.  50 

1, 145, 89 

9 

10 

533. 08 

85. 13 

30 

li 

Baths,  mediums,  clairvoj^ants,  palmists,  etc 

908. 36 

143. 83 

44 

12 

Cattle  dealers 

452.  50 

96.25 

42 

13 

Commission  merchants 

1,  746. 68 

20.01 

46 

14 

Claim  agents 

1, 087.  50 

287. 61 

44 

15 

Cigar  dealers 

17, 702. 00 

6, 594. 00 

1, 526 

16 

Contractors  

5, 583. 36 

1, 608. 58 

249 

17 

Carriage  and  wagoTi  ma.kers 

400. 00 

489. 76 

16 

18 

Confectioners 

848. 00 

15.  00 

74 

19 

Dealers  in  second-hand  personal  property 

6, 152. 17 

287. 62 

176 

20 

Distillers  and  rectifiers 

770. 89 

21 

Dealers  in  markets  . 

2,  740. 23 

1,150.30 

564 

22 

Entertainments  (all  kinds) 

3, 895.  00 

1, 145.  67 

928 

23 

Fuel  hucksters 

210.  84 

86.77 

46 

24 

Florists ■. 

1, 026.  25 

52. 50 

77 

25 

Hotels 

5, 143. 84 

1,033.42 

83 

26 

Intelligence  offices 

334. 21 

50. 56 

44 

27 

Investment  companies 

400. 00 

250. 02 

4 

28 

Id verv  stables 

3, 102. 84 

223. 03 

62 

29 

Tja.nndries 

2, 10().  67 

994. 52 

199 

30 

T.a.nd  and  improvement  companies 

50.  00 

8. 33 

1 

31 

Peddlers  

435. 45 

1 264.63 

47 

32 

Public,  halls  

775. 00 

141.65 

8 

33 

Public,  vehicles  

2, 242.  50 

490.80 

406 

34 

Pa.wnbrokers  

700.00 

100.00 

7 

35 

Produce  dealers  ...  

6, 394. 00 

1, 521.  41 

571 

36 

Pailroad  ticket  brokers  .... 

241.67 

154. 13 

10 

37 

Restaurants 

9, 292.  50 

1,002.32 

615 

38 

Real  estate  agents 

10, 137. 57 

395. 28 

214 

39 

Slot  machines  

78.  00 

7.33 

15 

40 

Storage  warehouses  (oil) 

20.00 

6. 66 

2 

41 

Thea.ters 

700. 00 

7 

42 

Transfer  fees 

106.  00 

18.  00 

1 

212 

43 

Undertakers  

1, 300.  42 

i 318. 65 

54 

44 

Wholesale  liquor  dealers 

40, 695. 40 

1, 373. 50 

139 

Total 

562,381.49 

7,  739. 53 

1 19,241.70 

1 i 

I 7, 613 

1 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1902-3 $573,883.66 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1903-4 562, 381. 49 

Total  decrease 11, 502. 17 

Total  decrease,  1903-4 19,241.70 

Total  increase,  1903-4 7, 739. 53 

N et  decrease 11, 502. 17 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  ap])roved  July  1,  1902. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Agricultural  exhibits 

Nov.  1 

flOO 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Amusements  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

— do  ... 

100 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Apothecaries 

do 

6 

Per  annum. 

Art  exhibits 

do  . . . 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Athletic  grounds 

20 

Per  week. 

5 

Per  day. 

Auctioneers 

Nov.  1 

100 

Per  annum. 

Automatic  machines.  (See  Slot  ma- 

chines. ) 

Automobiles,  autovehicles,  etc 

.Tulv  1 

9 

Do. 

Automobile  establishments 

Nov.  1 

26 

License  for  10  vehicles  or  less  per  annum. 

2 

Each  additional  vehicle. 

Balls 

3 

Per  night. 

Bankers,  private  (not  incorporated) 

July  1 

500 

Per  annum. 

Barrooms 

Nov.  1 

800 

Do. 

Baseball  grounds 

20 

Per  week. 

5 

Per  day. 

Baths 

Nov.  1 

25 

Turkish,  Russian,  or  medicated,  per 

annum. 

Billposters 

do  . . . 

20 

Per  annum. 

Billiard  rooms 

do  . . . 

12 

Per  annum  for  each  billiard,  bagatelle. 

jenny  lind,  or  pool  table,  shuffleboard, 

or  other  legitimate  game  table. 

Boarding  houses,  public 

do  ... 

1 

Per  annum  for  each  room. 

Bowling" alleys  . 

do  . . . 

12 

Per  annum. 

Boxing“scho6ls 

do . . . 

12 

Do. 

Brewers 

fin 

250 

Do. 

Brewers’  agents 

(in 

250 

Do! 

Brokers,  real  estate 

do  . . . 

50 

Do! 

Brokers,  railroad  ticket 

do 

25 

Do 

Brokers,  general 

July  1 

250 

Do. 

Brokers,  general  (members  of  stock 

do  ... 

100 

Do. 

exchange.) 

Brokers,  note 

fin 

100 

Do. 

Building  contractors 

Nov.  1 

25 

Do. 

Carnivals 

- - .fin 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Q 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Carriages  for  hire 

July  1 

6 

Per  day. 

Drawn  by  1 animal,  per  annum. 

9 

More  than  1 animal,  per  annum. 

9 

By  other  motive  power,  per  annum. 

Carriage  and  wagon-making  establish- 

Nov. 1 

25 

Per  annum. 

ments. 

Cattle  dealers 

fin 

15 

Do. 

Cattle  exhibits 

fin 

100 

Do! 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Cigar  dealers 

12 

PGT  RlllllllH 

Circuses  

200 

p0r  dciv. 

Claim  agents 

Nov.  1 

25 

Per  annum. 

Clairvoyants 1 

25 

Do 

Commission  merchants 

40 

Do! 

Concerts I 

3 

Per  night. 

Confectionerv  establishments 

Nov.  1 

12 

Per  annum. 

Contractors  of  all  kinds 

25 

Do. 

Cook  shops 

18 

Do. 

Dairy  lunches 

18 

Do! 

Dealers  in  markets  

. . - fin  . 

5 

Do! 

Distillers  or  rectifiers 

do  . . . 

250 

Do! 

Druggists 

do 

(5 

Do! 

Eating  houses 

18 

Do! 

Electromobiles 

July  1 

9 

Do! 

Employment  offices 

Nov.  1 

10 

Do. 

Entertainments 

3 

Per  night. 

Entertainment  halls 

Nov.  1 

100 

Per  annum. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

Exhibition  halls 

3 

100 

Per  day. 

Per  Riiiiiini, 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescrihed  by  act  approved  July  1,  Continued. 


Business. 


Exhibits— agricultural,  art,  cattle,  floral , 
food,  freaks,  industrial,  mechauical, 
museums,  poultry,  s'de  shows,  etc. 


When 

due. 


Rate.  1 


Nov. 


$100 

10 


5 


3 


Fairs 


do  - . . 


100 

10 

5 


Fencing  schools j do.. 

Florists I do  .. 

Flying  horses.  (See  Merry-go-rounds. ) 

Football  grounds 


3 

12 

15 

20 

5 


Fortune  tellers 

Fuel  hucksters 

General  brokers 

General  brokers  ^ members  of  stock  ex- 
change). 

Golf  grounds 


....do.. 

....do.. 

July  1 
do  . . 


Gymnasiums 

Hacks.  (See  Carriages.) 

Hand  laundries 

Hotels 


Nov. 

do 

do 


1 


25 

5 

250 

100 

20 

5 

12 

10 

1 


Hucksters 

Ice  cream  parlors 

Improvement  and  land  companies. 
(See  Land  and  improvement  com- 
panies. ) 

Inflammable  oils 


Apr.  1 
Nov.  1 


do  ... 


12 

18 


10 


Information  bureaus 

Intelligence  offices 

Investment  associations 

Land  and  improvement  companies 
Laundries 


do  .. 

do  .. 
do  .. 
do  . . 
do  .. 


Lawn  fetes.  (See  Picnics.) 
Lecture  halls 


do  ... 


Livery  stables 


do  ... 


Liquor  dealers,  retail 

Liquor  dealers,  wholesale 

Liquors,  brewers  or  manufacturers  of. 

Market  dealers  of  all  kinds 

Massage  establishments 

Maturity  as.sociations 

Medicated  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Mediums 

Merry-go-rounds 


• do  ... 
.do  ... 
.do  ... 
.do  ... 

• do  ... 
.do  ... 

.do... 


Note  brokers 
Omnibuses  .. 


Julv  1 

....do... 


Oyster  houses 

Palmists 

Passenger  transportation  lines 


Nov. 

do 

do 


1 


10 

10 

100 

50 

20 

10 

100 

10 

5 

3 

25 

2 

800 

300 

250 

5 

25 

100 


25 

12 

10 

3 

100 

6 

9 

18 

25 

0 


Pawnbrokers . . 

Peddlers 

Picnic  grounds 


— do ... 

Apr.  1 
Nov.  1 


12 

100 

25 

100 

10 

5 


Polo  grounds 


Pool  rooms 

Private  banks  or  bankers  (not  incorpo- 
rated). 

Produce  dealers 

Race  tracks 


Nov. 

July 

Apr. 


1 

1 

1 


Real  estate  brokers.  (See  Brokers,  real 
estate. ) 

Rectifiers.  (See  Distillers.) 

Restaurants 

Russian  baths.  (See  Baths.) 


Nov. 


1 


20 

5 

12 

500 

12 

20 

5 
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Remarks. 


Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  week. 

Each  subsequent  week. 
Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


Per  week. 

Per  day.  . 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  week. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum  for  each  room  for  the  accom- 
modation of  guests. 

Per  annum  for  each  vehicle. 

Per  annum. 


Per  annum  for  storing  quantity  exceed- 
ing 5 barrels. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


Do. 

Steam  or  other  poAver,  per  annum. 

Per  annum,  operated  by  hand. 

Per  annum. 

Per  Aveek. 

Each  subsequent  Aveek. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum  for  10  stalls. 

Each  additional  stall. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Per  Aveek. 

Each  subsequent  Aveek. 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Per  annum,  one  animal. 

Per  annum,  more  than  one  animal. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum,  for  each  A’ehicle  not  exceed- 
ing 10  passengers. 

Exceeding  10  passengers. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 


Per  Aveek. 

Each  subsequent  Aveek. 

Per  day. 

Per  Aveek, 

Per  day. 

Per  annum. 

Do. 

Per  annum,  for  each  A’^ehicle. 
Per  Aveek. 

Per  day. 


Per  annum, 
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List  of  rates  of  licenses  prescribed  by  act  approved  July  1,  1902 — Continued. 


Business. 

When 

due. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

'Second-hand  dealers  of  all  kinds 

Nov.  1 

$40. 

Per  annum. 

“Seeing  Washington  cars.”  (See  Pas- 

senger  transportation  lines.) 

. . .do 

12 

Do. 

, . .do 

100 

Do. 

10 

Per  week. 

5 

Each  subsequent  week. 

3 

Per  day. 

Slot  machines 

. . .do 

2 

Per  annum,  each  machine. 

50 

Per  annum,  unlimited  number. 

Soothsayers 

. . .do 

25 

Per  annum. 

Stock  exchange,  Washington 

July  1 

500 

Do. 

Theaters 

Nov.  1 

100 

Do. 

20 

Per  week. 

10 

Less  than  1 week. 

Ticket  brokers,  railroad.  (See  Brokers, 

ticket.) 

Tournaments.  (See  Race  tracks.) 

Turkish  baths.  (See  Baths.) 

Undertakers 

. . .do 

25 

Per  annum. 

Vehicles  for  hire 

July  1 

6 

Per  annum,  1 animal. 

9 

More  than  1 animal. 

9 

Horseless  or  motor. 

Vietualers 

Nov.  1 

18 

Per  annum. 

Wagon-making  establi-shments.  (See 

Carriage-making  establishments. ) 

Washington  Stock  Exchange 

July  1 

500 

Do. 

Steam  engineers’  licenses  are  of  three  grades — first,  second,  and  third — the  fee  for 
each  being  $3.  Examination  before  board  of  engineers  is  required.  Licenses  are 
good  until  revoked  or  changed  to  higher  grade.  (Act  of  February  28,  1887.) 

Dealers  in  deadly  and  dangerous  weapons  are  required  to  file  bonds  of  $1,000  each, 
but  no  fee  is  charged.  (27  Stat.  L.,  117. ) 

The  fee  for  transferring  a license  is  50  cents.  (Act  of  July  1,  1902. ) 

H.  H.  Darneille, 
Assessoi%  District  of  Columbia. 
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